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SOCIOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 
OF EDUCATION  

Schools as Agents of Change: 

 Literacy today is more than simply being able to read, write and being able to do simple 
quantitative skills.  Today we talk off: 

Areas to focus to school as agent of change 

•Cultural literacy                   • Scientific literacy                  •Computer literacy 

•Technological literacy       •Electronic/media literacy       •Information literacy 

If all this literacy has to be taught, it has to come down to the school level. And therefore, 
schools have to be agents of change. 

•Dealing with diversity.          •Diversity of culture          •Impact of globalization 

 • Race, class, gender              •How do schools deal with this? 

Individual Actions 

Individuals can take one of the two types of actions.  

determinism   In society, the reasons you behave in a particular way is because an external 

force makes you do it. For example, you could not pass the red signal; you have to stop because 
following the rules of presence of police makes you do it. This is known as “determinism” 
(Determined by external forces) 

Voluntarism.    You behave in a particular way because that’s the way you know the right 

way to behave and this is known as voluntarism. You voluntarily behave in a particular manner 
not because an external force is demanding to behave in a particular way.  

Sociological perspective recognizes free will within the context of the power of external 
circumstances. 

Functional Theories:  
stresses the interdependence of the social system, how well the parts are integrated with 
each other. 
Emile Durkheim: education in all societies of critical importance in creating moral 
unity, social cohesion, and harmony . . . moral values are the foundations of society 

Functionalists Assume that consensus is the normal state in society and conflict represents a 

breakdown of shared values. 

- Educational reform is to create structures, programs and 21 century curricula that are 
technically advanced, rational, and encourage social unity. 

Conflict Theories 
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- Social order is based on the ability of dominant groups imposing their will on 
subordinate groups through force, cooptation, and manipulation. 

- The glue of society is economic, political, cultural, and military power. 

- Karl Marks is the intellectual founder of conflict theories. 

- “Cultural capital” passed on by families and schools. 
-  schools pass on social identities that either help or hinder life chances.  

 Interactional Theories 

- Primarily critiques and extensions of functional and conflict perspectives 

- It is exactly what one does not question that is most problematic at a deep level e.g. how 
students are labeled “gifted” or “learning disabled” 

- Speech patterns reflect social class backgrounds and schools are middle-class 
organizations, disadvantages working class children. 

Effects of Schooling on Individuals 

Schooling should have three effects on individuals 

      •Knowledge                         •Attitudes                         •Employment 

Teacher Behavior inside classroom 

A teacher at any given time performs multiple roles; instructor, disciplinarian, bureaucrat, 
employer, friend, confident, educator . . . can lead to “role strain” 

Student Peer Groups and Alienation: 

- Four major type of college students: careerists, intellectuals, strivers, unconnected. 

- Schools are far more than collections of individuals; they develop cultures, traditions, and 
restrains that profoundly influence those in them. 

Education and inequality: 

The following must be eliminated from the society in order to bring equality: 

• Inadequate schools    •Tracking     • De facto Segregation     • Gender discrimination 

 Bernstein’s Theory 

-  In education, he talks of two things; curriculum and pedagogy.  

- Code refers to a “regulative principle which underlies various message systems, specially 
curriculum and pedagogy.” 

- Curriculum defines what counts as valid knowledge . . . pedagogy defines what counts as 
valid transmission of knowledge and evaluation defines what counts as valid realization 
of knowledge on the part of the taught. 

Labeling Theory 

- The labeling approach allows for an explanation of what, in fact, is happening within 
schools. 

- Labeling theory is interested in why people are labeled and who it is that does the labeling. 

- Deviance is a social judgment imposed by a social audience.  

- Race and ethnicity are powerful factors in generating teacher expectations. 
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- High expectations in elementary grades are stronger for girls than boys. 

- “If men define situations as real, they are real in their consequences.” Self-Fulfilling 
Prophecy  

- The teacher expectations are not automatically self-fulfilling. 

Processing Social-Educational Priorities 

- What should be a school priority? 

- Education for All; child-centered, activity-centered, experience centered. 

- Focus on Academically Talented Students 

- Curriculum to challenge the “Smart” students. 

- Focus on Disadvantaged students. How to help the disadvantaged students gain same 
access to education? Here not the mentally retorted or suffering any swear disability are 
considered but those who suffer from dyslexia etc. these students can learn from their 
better achieving peers. That is why when teachers make groups of students, they should 
make mix ability groups so that all students can learn from others experiences also. 

Planning for Educational Change 

Should aim of education be changeable?  Yes, it should change because as technology 
progresses and moves, we must have the same aim in education. How we have moved 
from a paper-pencil culture to a paperless classroom culture. That will someday soon be 
a reality. So, today many of our colleges and Universities, there are people with smart 
phones and laptops who can do a lot with these hatcheries. So, the aims of education 
need to be changed. You cannot live with the same aims forever.  

- Schools should prepare education that is not separate from the world. The world is not 
static. 

- Creating relevant curriculum for the changing world. 

HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS OF 
EDUCATION  

Introduction 

We are living in 21st century; there have been communities and societies before us that have 
played a role in the development of trends in education. 

- Pre-literate Societies (before writing) 7000 BC – 5000 BC: 
-  pre-literate societies are societies and communities that existed before writing began. So, 

obviously the means by which information or stories were transmitted was oral. People 
communicated through oral language from one generation to the next and that’s how 

information got moved.  

Goals of education under pre-literate society: 

•To teach survival skills                                     •Teach group harmony 

Who were the students in pre-literate societies? 

•All children                    •No grouping according to age 

•All children get together and listen to what people had to tell them. 
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Instructional methods in pre-literate societies: 

•Informal methods             •Children imitate adults 

Curriculum in pre-literate societies: 

• Practice hunting      •Fishing        •Songs    •Poems     •Dances 

Agents: •Parents     •Liberal leaders    •Religious leaders 

Influence on Education:  •Informal             •Transmission of skills 

 Influence of Chinese (3000 BC – 1900 AD) 

Educational goals: 

- Prepare elites to govern the empire according to Confucian principles. 

- Elite means everybody was not meant to be educated. A common man did not receive 
any education,  

- Secondly; they had to govern the empire. They had to be leaders and strong people up 
at the top and front. This was the sole purpose of giving education only to the elite.  

- Another limitation was that the education these people got was limited to Confucian 
principles; only Confucius thought was transmitted to the next generation. Nothing new 
was added from the outside. 

Students:   Males of upper class 

Instructional Methods:  Memorization and recitation 

Curriculum:  Confucian Classics 

Agents:  Government officials 

Influence on Education:  Written examination for civil service 

Ancient Indian Society  3000 BC – Present India 

Educational Goals: 

To learn behavior and rituals based on Vedas 

Students:  Males of Upper classes 

Instructional methods:  Memorizing and interpreting sacred texts 

Curriculum:  Vedas and religious texts 

Agents:  Brahmin Priest scholars 

Influence on education: 

Cultural transmission and assimilation, spiritual detachment 

Influence of Egyptians (3000 BC – 300 BC) 

Educational Goals: To prepare priest according to scribe for the empire 

Students: Males of upper class 
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Instructional Methods: Memorization and copying texts 

Curriculum: Religious or Technical texts 

Agents:  Priest and scribes 

Influence on education: 

Restriction on educational controls to priest elites 

Influence of Greek (1600 BC – 300 BC) 

Educational goals:  To cultivate civic responsibility 

Students:   Male children ages 7 to 20 years 

Instructional Methods: 

Memorization and recitation in primary schools, lecture, discussion, and dialogue in higher 
schools 

Curriculum: 

 Athens: reading, writing, arithmetic, drama, poetry, music, Sparta: Drill, military, songs and 
tactics. 

Agents: Athens: private teachers, philosophers. Sparta: military teachers 

Influence on education: 

Athens: well rounded, liberally educated person. Sparta: Concept of military state.  

nfluence of Romans (750 BC – 450 AD) 

Educational Goals: 

Develop civic responsibility for the empire,  

Administrative and military skills 

Students:  Male children ages 7 – 20 

Instructional Methods: 

Memorization and recitation in ludus; declamation in rhetorical schools (lutus is the primary 
school for everybody) declamation is the ability to create and give a speech. 

Curriculum:  Reading, writing, arithmetic, law and philosophy 

Agents:  Private schools and teachers, schools of rhetoric 

Influence on Education: 

Practical administrative skills 

 Relate education to civic responsibility 

Influence of Arabic Society (700 AD – 1350 AD) 

Educational Goals: 
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Cultivate religious commitment to Islamic beliefs,  

Expertise in mathematics, medicine and science 

Students:  Male children of upper class ages 7 – 20 

Instructional Methods 

Memorization and recitation in primary schools, imitation and discussion in higher schools 

Curriculum:  Reading, writing, arithmetic, religious literature, scientific studies  

Agents:   Mosques. Court schools 

Influence on Education: Arabic numerals and computation, medicine and science materials 

Influence of Medieval on Education (500 AD – 1400 AD) 

Educational Goals: 

Develop religious commitment, knowledge, and ritual; establish social order, prepare for 
appropriate rules. 

Students: Male children of upper class 

Girls and women entering religious community ages 7-20  

Instructional Methods: 

Memorization and recitation in lower schools,  

Text analysis discussion in higher school and universities 

Curriculum:  

Athens: reading, writing, arithmetic, philosophy, theology, military and chivalry 

Agents:  

•Parish               •Chantry            •Cathedral schools        •Universities         •Knighthood 

Influence on Education: 

Structure and organization of the University 

Institutionalization of knowledge 

Influence of Renaissance Period (1350 AD – 1500 AD) 

Educational Goals: 

Cultivate Humanist experts in Greek, and Latin classes; prepare people to serve dynastic leaders 

Students: Male children of aristocracy and upper classes, ages 7-20 

Instructional Methods: 

Memorization and translation, and analysis of Greek, and Roman classes, classical literature, 
poetry and art. 
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Curriculum: Latin and Greek classical literature, poetry and art 

Agents: 

Classical Humanists educators and schools like Lycee, gymnasium and Latin school, 

Influence on Education: 

Emphasis on literary knowledge, excellence and style in classical literature,  

two track system of schools 

Influence of Reformation period (1500 AD – 1600 AD) 

Educational Goals: 

- Cultivate a commitment to a particular religious denomination, and general literacy 

Students: 

Boys and Girls ages 7-12 in vernacular schools,  

Young men of upper class in humanist schools. 

Instructional Methods: 

Memorization drill, indoctrination, catechetical instruction in vernacular schools, translation and 
analysis of classical literature in humanistic schools 

Curriculum: 

Reading, writing, arithmetic, catechism, and rituals.  

Latin and Greek theology 

Agents: 

Vernacular elementary school for general public, 

Classical schools for upper class. 

Influence on Education: 

Commitment to universal education to provide literacy for everyone; origins of schools systems, 
dual track school system based on socio economic class and career goals. 

Confucius (Chinese) 

Philosophy was: Developed ethical system based on hierarchy, human relations and roles, 
emphasized order and stability 

View of Human Nature: Human beings need the order of a stable society. People accept duties 
that come with their station life. 

Socrates 

Philosophy: Philosophical idealism, political conservation 

View of Human Nature: Humans define themselves by self-examination 
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Plato 

Philosophy: Philosophical idealist, social conservation, added intuition 

View of Human Nature: Humans can be classified on intellectual capabilities 

Aristotle 

Philosophy: Realists, views society based on realism and observation 

View of Human Nature: Humans have the power of rationality to guide their conduct 

Ancient Turks (Muslim World) 

- “Alp” concept was widespread (Alp is the kind of human beings defined by the Turks) 

- Alp human being is defined as: warrior, wise, extroverted, nomad, gaining knowledge 
from ancestors and old wise people. 

- In Ancient Turks (before Islam) there is no gender difference in educating youngsters 

- When Western education is being influenced by Christianity, the eastern education was 
being influenced by Islam 

-  The “God” and theology concepts encapsulated education 

- In this period, an “absolute truth” concept gained importance and taught to people in a 
domestic way 

- Turks accepted Islam in 10th Century 

- Madrasas opened in Samerkant, Bukhara, Tashkent, Kashgar 

- Subjects: religion and social studies were taught 

- Agents: Farabi, Ibn-e-Sina, Biruni were some examples that were raised in these 
institutions. 

- They synthesized philosophies from Turk-Islam traditions, Ancient Greek and Roman 
Philosophers as well 

- This period lasted for Gokturks, Uygurs, Karahanlis, Selcuks, and Ottomans. 

Eastern Philosophers:  

Farabi (870 - 950) 

Philosophy: Base for human nature is knowledge. Human mind can distinguish right from 
wrong through wisdom 

View of Human Nature: The ultimate knowledge is innate 

Educational Philosophy: Distinguished teaching from education 

Teaching: Reveal scientific knowledge and art 

Education: create theoretical virtues in society, education must be easy to hard, simple to 
complex, near to far 

Ibn-e-Sina (980 - 1037) 

Philosophy: Moral virtues are as important as knowledge itself 

View of Human Nature: Children are innocent and clean from the start, should be taught 
moral values. 
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Educational Philosophy: Children should be taught without pressure, children should be 
taught from ages 6 -14 

Agents: should be religious, honest, wise persons that can recognize children’s abilities 

 Biruni (973 - 1051) 

Philosophy: in order to love each other humans should learn and respect each others language, 
religion, traditions and thinking 

View of Human Nature: Humanistic perspective 

Educational Philosophy: He was expert in astronomy, physics, botany, pharmacology, 
geography. Beruni believed scientific work should be cleaned of magic, superstition and anything 
that opposes logic 

Selcuks Period 

- Madrasas should have a certain period of education 

- Memorization as well as discussion were methods used to teach 

- Both religious and vocational oriented education 

- Moral virtues were especially emphasized and taught as well as akills 

- Children were taught Islamic educational virtues: cleanliness, generosity, good will, and 
humanity 

- Famous names in this period include Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi, Yunus Emre, Asif Pasha 
ve Haci Bektasi Veli 

- Poetry was an important part of education and God and human love issues were the 
main subjects.  

Ottoman Period 

- Madrasas were important educational institutions and were developed further in 
Ottoman Period. 

- The structure was primary, middle and high school. 

- Only sunni muslim males were accepted in madrasas, no girls were allowed in the 
madrasas. 

- The teachers were called “maderris”. 

- Religious, philosophical subjects as well as literature, science, math, and languages were 
taught. 

- Education was considered as a religious and moral duty. 

Structure of Ottoman Period 

16th Century 

- Ottoman schools were divided into two: Maktap and Madrasa 

- Maktap: To train people to serve the palace, government and military people. 

- The Maktaps were everywhere and trained workers for the empire. 

- These are schools funded by foundations, the administration was not central. 

- Fateh opened “Enderun” Palace School which included talented children of non-muslim 
families. The language for education was Arabic, but Turkish and Persian were also 
taught. 

Industrialization 
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- Factory workers came about. 

- In this period, systems such as, Socialism, Communism, Liberalism, and Capitalism 
started gaining popularity. 

- Education was needed by large masses. 

- New Philosophies came about: Materialism, Socialism, Positivism etc. 

Theorists of this Period  Industrialization 

Pestalozzi (1746-1827) believed that education should be for everyone. 

Social education: 

Learning through experimentation 

Education is for everyone. 

Herbart (1776 - 1841) 

- He says that you need to manage, educate and discipline young people. 

- The purpose of education is to serve individuals   

- Attention was focused on the individuals. 

Frobel (1782-1852) 

- Focused on pre-school education 

- Emphasized that children should be educated from 3-4 years 

- Founded “Kindergarten”. 

Tolstoy (1828-1910) 

- He believed in Education for freedom 

- Suggested master-apprentice relation for teacher-student 

- He was extremely against physical punishment and memorizing. 

John Dewey (1859 - 1952) 

- Education for employment and life 

- Education is life, it is not preparation for life. 

- Education teaches a child to think through action  

- Teacher must be a guide to students not a dictator. 

Maria Montessori (1750-1952) 

- Sensory education 

- Used mostly on early years education 

- Learning through self discovery and interest 

- Uninterrupted play/work time, loosely structured classrooms 

Ottoman Education 

The industrialized age is actually sandwich between the 16th century and the 18th century 
Ottoman empire.  

Education Reform in ottoman period 
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- Between 1779-1839 was a reform period in education 

- First in military education, military schools were opened. 

- In 1824, Al Mahmut made primary education mandatory. 

- 1856 Islahat Farmani was formed, that is changes in education. 

- Primary education was mandatory 

- Rustiye must exist in places with 500 houses (primary schools) 

- Idadiye must exist in places with 100 houses (middle schools) 

- Darulfunun (University) must exist in Istanbul. (Capital of Turkish empire at that time) 

- Male teacher and female teacher schools will open. 

- Money will be collected from public for education 

- Education will be centralized.  

- Kanun-I-Esasi: mandated that education is for everyone. 

- There will be no interference on religious education 

- Education is free for public. 

- Al Abdul Hamit Period: After losing Russian war 

- Vocational and art schools increased 

- Increased freedom in press. 

- Higher education for girls and girls started working in government offices. 

- Pre-school education and professional education. 

Educational System of Muslims in Sub Continent 

 From the Second Battle of Trian (1192) to the War of Independence (1857), eight 
dynasties of Muslim rulers ruled over the sub continent for about 650 years. 

Ghaznavi Dynasty (0970 - 1122) 

- About 400 scholars, poets, scientists, and geographers were a glory of the court of 
Mahmood Ghaznavi. 

- During this time architecture, art and literature flourished. 

- What the Muslims provided was various areas of education so that young people could 
choose the area they were interested in and excel at it.  

- Firdousi, a poet, wrote the “Shahnama” during that time.  

- Attabi, a historian, wrote “Kitab-Ul-Yameeni”. 

- Alberuni, a philosopher, mathematician, geographer, and astronomer, made a deep study 
of the Hindu culture, customs, religion and wrote “Kitab-ul-Hind”. 

1.         Ghauri Dynasty (1192 - 1206) 

-  he took steps to spread Islamic education. 

- To achieve this he got a service of many religious scholars and saints. 

- He believed in training his slaves. 

2.               Slave Dynasty (1206 - 1290) 

- Qutab-ud-Din Aibak built many mosques and cities that became the centres for worldly 
as well as Islamic education. He was very generous and kind to scholars and religious 
saints. 

- Altumush was very fond of Art and Literature. Scholars, historians and poets from all 
over Asia assembled in his court. 
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- Ghais-ud-din Balban was very appreciative of scholars. The proof for his love of learning 
is in his advice to his only son, “Be in search of the brave, the learned, the wise, and leave 
no stone unturned to find them.” 

3.               Khilji Dynasty (1290 - 1321) 

- Jala-ud-Din Khilji was very appreciative of scholars, wise people, and artists. 

- He himself was a good poet. 

- He set up a library in Delhi and appointed Amir Khusru as its supervisor. 

- Ala-ud-Din Khilji himself was not a literate man but he patronized art and literature. 

- Many Scholars worked and taught in Madrasas. 

4.              Tughlaq Dynasty (1320 - 1414) 

- Ghias-ud-Din Tughlaq was the founder of this dynasty and believed in art and literature. 

- Ibn-e-Batuta, the famous historian, toured India from 1333 to 1342. He wrote about his 
findings and discoveries extensively. 

5.          Syed Dynasty (1414 - 1451) 

- This reign was categorized by lawlessness and disorder. 

- Most time was spent on repressing the revolts and thus art and literature suffered. 
During the time of Mubarik Ali, some literary work was done. “Mubarik Shahi” was written 
during this time. 

 6            Lodhi Dynasty (1451 - 1526) 

- Bahlol Lodhi was himself not a literate man but he was much appreciative of scholars of 
various disciplines and also rewarded them. 

- He patronized literary activities. 

- Sikander Lodhi had a high literary taste. Persian language flourished in his reign.  Many 
books in Sanscrit were translated into Persian. 

- Ibrahim Lodhi was an ideal man. Not much attention was given to literary works during 
his reign. 

7.          Mughal Dynasty (1526 - 1857)  

- In their reign, art and literature flourished and made great progress. 

- Numerous books of foreign languages were translated into Persian.  

- Many biographies and historical events were written. 

- During this time, some famous scholars 

8.          Role of Sufis 

- Muslim Sufis played an important role in spreading Islamic education in India. 

- Many Scholars wrote famous books. 

- They focused on religious and secular education. 

- Scholars and religious saints from other countries like Afghanistan, Iran, Turkistan, 
Arabia, Syria and Egypt kept visiting India. Many decided to stay back and established 
their own Madarasas. 

Educational Conference 1947 
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Under the dynamic leadership foreside and vision of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, 
soon after the creation of Pakistan the first educational conference was held in Karachi in 
December 1947. 

 the conference recommended the religious education as a compulsory subject of Quran and 
Sunnah. 

NATIONAL educational  CONFERENCE 1947 

Promote National Unity 

The Conference strongly recommended to promote a passion of national unity among all people 
of the provinces to avoid damage by provincial prejudices to the progress of the country. 

Establishment of a Democratic Society 

Urdu as a Medium of Instruction 

English as Means of Instruction be Abolished Gradually 

The Formation of Central Educational Consultation Board 

The duty of this board was to plan educational system and to device educational programs for 
the provinces. 

Arrangement of Training of Teachers 

Training for good citizenship 

Setting up for an Inter Disciplinary Board 

In order to coordinate the programs of Universities of the Country in terms of educational and 
research, the conference recommended for setting up of an Inter University Board. 

Reorganization of Technical Education 

Increase in Primary Education Period 

The conference recommended the period of primary education to be increased from four years 
to five years. 

Women Education 

Adult Education 

The conference stressed adult education to increase the rate of literacy in the country in a very 
short period and therefore recommended to take speedy measures to arrange for adult education. 

The Conference of 1947, in the light of its recommendations, agreed upon the following 
objectives of education: 

1. The preservation of Nazaria Pakistan 
2. Training for good citizenship 
3. Training for Democracy 
4. Urdu as Medium of Instruction 
5. Abolition of Literacy in the Country 
6. Primary Education compulsory for all 
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7. Compulsory religious education 
8. Gradual abolition of English as Medium of Instruction 
9. Reorganization of Technical Education 
10. Promotion of National Unity 

NATIONAL education 
commission 1959 

 Primary Education 

Objectives/recommendations 

1. To promote a child’s mental, social, moral and physical growth. 
2. To create a sense of good citizenship among children. 
3. To create a sense of self confidence and curiosity in the child. 
4. To create a passion for hard work in the child. 
5. To create a love for physical work and games. 

Primary Education 1959 (Curriculum) 

1. NationalThe curriculum should be according to the need and ability of the child. 
2. Practical and Planning methods be used for teaching children. 
3.  A sense for the dignity of manual work be created. 
4. A passion for patriotism be created in children. 
5. National Anthem be sung in the morning assembly and Pakistan flag be hoisted. 

Organization 

1. An education committee be set up in every district with Deputy Commissioner as its 
Chairman and the District Education Officer along with four members.  

2. Every district be divided into Union Committees which should consist of three members 
nominated by the Deputy Commissioner of the District. 

3. The power of the transfer of teachers is given to the Union Committees. 

Financing 

1. Half of the total expenditure of primary education should be borne by the provincial 
governments and the other half be met through district taxes. 

2. A provincial committee is set up to meet the educational needs under the chairmanship 
of the Governor. 

3. The central committee should present its annual report to the President. 

Primary Education 1959 (Facilities for Teachers) 

1. Teachers of Primary Education should be provided some professional training. 
2. The service condition of teachers be made better. 
3. Rewards in cash or certificates be given to teachers showing better working. 
4. For the first three classes of primary education, female teachers be preferred to male 

teachers. 
5. Residence arrangement for female teachers be made. 



Foundations of Education (EDU101)     VU 

 

 __________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

 ©Copyright Virtual University of Pakistan 15 
 

 Secondary Education 1959 

Objectives 

1. To create the freedom of thinking among children. 
2. To create a sense of research and curiosity in children. 
3. To create a sense of leadership in children. 
4. To create and develop a passion of love for art and culture among children. 
5. To create interest for taking part in games in children. 

As a citizen 

1. To create a social responsibility sense among children. 
2. To create a cooperative spirit among children. 
3. To develop a habit among children to take part in social welfare. 
4. To prepare children for practical life needs of the day. 
5. To consolidate habits of honesty, patience and hard work among children. 

As a worker 

1. To create a sense of dignity of work. 
2.  To provide facilities for professional guidance so that children can choose skills and 

profession according to their interest and taste. 

As a Patriot 

1. To equip children with education that reflects Islamic values. 
2. To create a passion among children to feel proud of being Pakistanis. 
3. To give knowledge of cultural heritage to the children. 

4. To create a sense of international cooperation among children. 

Secondary education will consist of three stages: 

- From sixth to eighth class – Middle 

- From ninth to tenth class – Secondary 

- From eleventh to twelfth class – Higher Secondary 

Curriculum 

1. Optional subjects may be placed into many groups so that children can choose based on 
their taste and interest. 

2. English should be taught as a practical language rather than literature. 
3. Science, Mathematics and National Language be given more stress. 
4. Religious education be made compulsory at middle stage. 
5. In the Secondary stage, skills like woodwork, agriculture, economics, typing and mental 

work be introduced. 

Examination System 1959 

1. The examination system of secondary stage be reorganized. Examinations should be held 
after tenth and twelfth classes. 

2. Examination record of all examinations be kept safe for certain period. 
3. Secondary Education Boards be allowed to issue certificates. 
4. Private students should have the same syllabus as those of the regular students and they 

should be allowed to sit in the examination.   
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Service Conditions for Teachers 

1. At the secondary stage, trained teachers be appointed. 
2. Refresher courses be held during service. 
3. A Education year will consist of forty weeks. Summer vacations for two months, winter 

vacations for 10 days. 
4. Casual leaves of twenty days be decreased to five days only. 
5. The teacher’s workload should consist of sixteen hundred hours annually. Of these, eight 

hundred hours for teaching and the rest eight hundred for guidance and counselling. 
6. Secondary schools should be provided with the building, playground and necessary 

equipment. 
7. The President of Pakistan and Provincial Governors should award prizes in the forms of 

medals and cash to teachers showing good work. 

 Higher Education 1959  

Duration 

1. Higher education has a separate status of its own. Therefore, intermediate classes should 
be handed over and shifted to Secondary Education Boards. 

2. Every University should fix a standard for admission by itself. 

Examination System: 75% marks on the basis of external examination and 25% on internal 
assessment. On the certificate and degrees, the marks gained in the internal and external 
assessment be entered separately. 

1. Examination should be organized in such a manner as to assess the ability rather than 
memory of a student. For this purpose, objective tests be prepared and introduced. 

2. 40% marks as pass marks, 60% second division and 70% for first division. 
3. The duration of time for PhD research should be at least two years. 
4. The students be allowed to appear as private candidates for further five years. 

Research and Training 

1. Research work should be made compulsory for University teachers. 
2. For research and teaching programs, a study committee be set up in every university. 
3. Research done in other universities should be awarded for the benefit of teachers. 
4. To teach post-graduate classes, the teacher having proper experience of these disciplines 

be appointed. 
5. In order to communicate and harmonize the work of research done at national level, an 

Autonomous Board be set up and should consist of eminent scientists and educationists 
of the country.  

Service Conditions and Facilities for University Teachers 

1. Necessary facilities be provided to the University teachers and the students engaged in 
research work. 

2. University Academic year should be thirty six weeks. 
3. Every University teacher should devote 1440 hours per year to teaching. 
4. Teachers should be promoted on the basis of high performance. 
5. Teachers should be given substantive pay and facility of provident fund. 

 Technical Education 1959 

1. Technical education be made part of education system 
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2. Polytechnics in the country be upgraded to technical colleges. 
3. Vocational schools should be spread widely in the country. 
4. Technical Education Board be set up for the examination of technical subjects. 
5. The students getting diplomas from technical institutions be allowed to have BTech 

degree after completing one year course. 
6. The students be trained as apprentices in industries.   

 

NATIONAL education policy 1970 
Also known as “The Noor Khan Report”, because of the extensive work of one individual in 
the process of formulating this policy. 

Guiding principles and objectives for Growth of Education 

1. Education should play a central role to sustain Islamic values and national unity. 
2. Scientific and technical education be given attention to fulfil the economic needs of the 

country.  
3. The role of the teacher is decisive in improving the standards of education. 
4. Decentralization of powers for educational administrative control in order to get 

financial independence and educational freedom. 

Primary Education 

- This has been thought as a basic principle in the government policy. 

- Is was recommended to make common the primary education up to class five by 1980 
and then be raised to the level of class eight.  

- Education of girls was to be encouraged. 

Secondary Education 

- Scientific, technical and professional education has been stressed. 

- A target of education of four hundred thirty thousand (430,000) students has been fixed 
in the plan of 1970. 

Higher Education 

Examination System 

- The existing system of examination has been thought in the report as unsatisfactory 
because it does not measure the ability of students.  

- It therefore needs to be reformed and restructured. 

Training of Teachers 

National Language as Medium of Instruction 

- Textbooks be published in Urdu language. 

Scientific and Professional Education 

The following measures have been proposed for this: 

- Scientific Research Centers be set up in the country 

- Training centers in industries be opened for professional education. 
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University Grant Commission 

A University Grants Commission be established with the following duties: 

- To hold communications with all universities 

- To determine the financial needs of the universities and to distribute the amount of 
grant. 

- To review the development plans of the universities 

- To plan to promote university education 

NATIONAL education policy 1972 - 1980 

5 Recommentions/Objectives of education 

- To preserve and promote the ideology of Pakistan 

- To establish a National Unity by promoting social and cultural unity through education 

- To prepare such individuals by building their character who should be aware with the 
technical and social changes and who should have a sense of betterment. 

- To promote qualities of leadership among students 

- To create a sense of dignity of labour 

Free and Compulsory Education 

- In the policy of 1972, education was made compulsory at the primary level for children 
and it was announced that in October, 1972 education up to middle level will be made 
free and in October 1974 it will be free up to matric level. 

Technical Education 

- It was recommended that polytechnic institutions be upgraded to polytechnic colleges. 

- The students will be provided two years of practical training after passing a three-year 
diploma course. 

- Subjects like Industrial Arts, Weaving, Tannery, Wood Work, Masonry, Glass making be 
introduced in technical schools and teaching of these subjects be started. 

- Diploma holders from polytechnics be allowed BTech degree after passing a course of 
one year. 

Nationalization of Institutions 

- All private institutions were nationalized on October 1, 1972. The owners of these 
schools were paid no money or any other compensation. 

- The servants of the institutions were given the same pay and allowance equal to those of 
government institutions. 

Facilities and Training of Teachers 

- Refresher courses and training abroad for teachers were to be arranged. 

- In addition, a School Service Academy was proposed to be established on the pattern of 
Civil Service Academy. 

- Better pay scales have been recommended for teachers and leave salary was allowed to 
teachers. 

Facilities for Students 
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- Much attention has been given to students in this policy. 

- Education up to matric for all students was made free. 

- Rs. Twenty million were allotted for scholarship of students in 1971-72. 

- Students were allowed to have loans from banks to be returned in instalments after 
getting jobs. 

- In addition to this, travelling facility, facility of medical check-up and book banks were 
established. 

Setting of New Universities 

- There were seven universities in the country in 1972. 

Centers of Excellence 

- Centers for Excellence were to be set up in the universities to provide chance and facility 
of research to able and intelligent students. 

National Professorship 

The policy stressed to start the plan of national professorship so that able and intelligent 
professors should not leave teaching jobs because of low salaries in colleges to join 
administrative posts having more benefits. 

New Boards Be Set Up 

Amendment in University Ordinance 

- It was said in the educational policy that the infamous University Ordinance be amended 
to bring it in line with democratic law making system. The autonomous position of 
universities be restored. For this purpose, selected representatives of teachers and 
students be included in the higher learning institutions. 

University Grants Commission 

- The Commission of 1959, recommended the establishment of University Grants 
Commission. In the report of Noor Khan in 1970, it was again recommended. In the 
Policy of 1972, it was established practically. 

- Its aim was to coordinate the universities in their research work 
Religious Education 

- Islamiat was made compulsory up to matric level .   

Critical Analysis 

1. National book Foundation was set up to provide students cheap and quality books, 
moreover, in-time supply of books were insured. 

2. Semester system was started in educational institutions. 75% marks for external and 25% 
marks for internal exam were fixed but this system could not succeed because it was not 
according to the taste and temperament of teachers and students. 

3. Compulsory Military Training created passion for the service of country and increased 
the defence ability. 

4. Adult Education Centers were established in the country to try and end literacy. This 
increased the rate of literacy.  
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NATIONAL education 
policy 1978 

5 Recommentions/Objectives of Education 

1. To create a love and affinity among public and students of Pakistan for Pakistan. 
2. To build the character of people and individuals in the light of Quran and Hadith. 
3. To give equal chance of education to all without any discrimination of religion and to 

give minorities the facility for their culture and religion. 
4. To create a passion and discipline in the new generation 
5. To promote scientific, professional and technical education in the country 

Target of Universal Primary Education 

- The target was to open 13,000 primary schools so that by 1992 all children of the country 
could get admission in primary schools. In addition to this, 5000 Masjid schools were to 
be opened so that children can get religious education along with primary education.    

- A target of opening 1,000 workshop schools was also fixed. The aim was to teach 
children different domestic handicrafts and skills so that they might become useful 
members of the society. 

Compulsory Teaching of Islamiat, Pakistan Studies and Arabic 

- In every sector of education, national and Islamic identity must be stressed. 

- At the intermediate level, teaching of Islamiat and Pakistan Studies was made 
compulsory. 

- Arabic language was also considered necessary being language of Quran and Hadith. 

- The cultural heritage of Muslims is also in Arabic language. So, it was decided to make it 
compulsory at middle stage and programs of Teaching Arabic started through Radio and 
TV. 

Women Education 

Women education is important for every nation. According to Ibraham Lincon: 

“When you educate a man, you educate an individual only; but when you educate a woman, you 
are actually educating the whole family.” 

Special Education for Disabled 

It was proposed that the central government will arrange and plan such measures as to make the 
disabled, deaf and dumb, mentally retarted and the blind to become useful members of society 
by learning different suitable skills. 

National Technical Teacher Training College 

In the educational policy of 1978, technical education was specially stressed upon, therefore, on 
the national level, the establishment of a College for Technical Teacher Training was 
recommended. 
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Why target for literacy was not met 1978 

1. Reduction in the amount allotted for education 

2. Opening of new primary schools: new primary schools and new masjid schools could 
not be opened because of financial difficulties. 

3. Less increase in number of students:  

4. Less facilities for Teachers: 

NATIONAL education 
policy 1992 

Aims of Education: 

- To promote Islamic values through education 

- A large number of educated men and women will be prepared to bring healthy changes 
in society 

- The whole educational system should be reorganized and be established on modern lines 

- A trend of critical thinking will be produced in students instead of learning by rote 

- A practical type of education will be given to the students to enable them to create means 
of livelihood. 

Primary Education 

-  At least two rooms and five teachers should be a primary school 

- Within the passage of time, the primary education be converted into basic education. 

- Women teachers should be appointed in the primary schools gradually to replace male 
teachers 

- There should be age relaxation for the teachers of primary schools 

Secondary Education 

- At schools level, two types of institutions be established: high schools for general 
education and high schools for professional education 

- From class 1 to high school education, the syllabus should be of twelve years duration. 

- In high schools, laboratories for science subjects shall be established separately. 

- At the high level stage, more than one book should be prescribed and the schools will 
have the option to choose among those books. 

Higher Education 

- Special funds be provided for the departments doing research work. 

- At the degree level, three years honors courses be introduced so that students may learn 
practical skills and such like disciplines. 

Educational Technology 

Education system 
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Education for Rural Development 

National Testing Service 

NATIONAL education 
policy 1998 

Objectives of Education 

- Promote universal elementary education so that children with incomplete education were 
given at least one more chance to complete it. 

- Quranic, Islamic and spiritual education must be an integral part of curriculum at all 
levels. 

- Standard of technical education be raised to provide the professional and skilled people 
with more chances of employment. 

- Hard work should be done for the promotion of information technology. Computer 
education at the middle and matric level should be introduced. 

- All schools in the country should have facility of computers in classrooms to be used for 
instruction. 

Primary education 

- Terms and conditions of service for teachers will be made better and employment of 
teacher will be on merit basis; it will be tried to appoint teachers near their residences as 
much as possible. 

-  Subjects like cleanliness of atmosphere, use of computer, population 
planning, moral values and basic health will be included in the curriculum. 

 

Secondary Education  

 A model high school or a higher secondary school should be opened in every district where O 
and A level education be given. 

- Curriculum of secondary and higher secondary schools be reformed and innovated. 

- An Education Service Commission will soon be set up for the recruitment of teachers. 

-  At the secondary stage, compulsory subjects will have to be studied by all students 
whereas optional subjects will be according to the choice and interest of the students 
keeping in view their own future profession. 

Higher Education 

- Admission in higher education institutes be done on merit basis; for this purpose, an 
NTS test be used. 

- Professional institutions will be increased in quantity and quality. 

- Colleges having good reputation will be allowed to have their own syllabus. 

- Degree colleges will be allowed to affiliate themselves with a university of their choice. 
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- Honors programs at the BA/BSc level will be introduced which will consist of three 
years period after intermediate and at the time of admission to a university, such honors 
degree holders will be preferred. 

PROBLEMS AND ISSUES IN 
EDUCATION 

Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

1973 Article 37 – b says: 

“The State shall remove illiteracy and provide free and compulsory secondary education within 
minimum possible period.” 

United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (United Nations, New York) 1979 

- State parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against 
women in order to ensure to them equal rights with men in the field of education and in 
particular to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women. 

- The same conditions for career and vocational guidance 

- Access to same curricula, the same examinations, teaching staff with qualifications of the 
same standard and school premises and equipment of same equality. 

- The elimination of any stereotype concept of the roles of men and women at all levels 
and in all forms of education  

World Declaration on Education for All, 1990 

- The most urgent priority is to ensure access to, and improve the quality education for 
girls and women, and to remove every obstacle that hamper their active participation. All 
gender stereotyping in education should be eliminated. 

Millennium Declaration, United Nations 2000 

- Goal 1: Ensure Primary Education For All 

- Goal 2: Promote gender equality and empowerment for women 

Plan for Action of the World Program for Human Rights Education (United Nations, 
New York) 2005 

- Human rights education can be defined as education, training and information 

aiming at building a universal culture of human rights through the sharing of knowledge, 
imparting of skills and moulding of attitudes directed to: 

a) The strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms 
b) The full development of human personality and the sense of its dignity. 
c) The building and maintenance of peace. 
d) The promotion of people-centered sustainable development and social justice. 

EDUCATION FOR ALL 
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 Promoting Gender Equality 

- The elimination of stereotype and the most blatant sexism is insufficient. All 

representations of men, women, boys and girls must be monitored. 

- Characters embody representations of male and female, and it is on characters that action 
must be taken. 

- All gendered representations of male and female must therefore be monitored 
accordingly, taking into account. 

- Both text and illustrations, while it may seem easier to monitor illustrations (especially in 
terms of the number of characters), which are scarcer and take up more space than text, 
this does not imply more balanced representations. 

How should character be gendered? 

In texts 

- A character’s sex is indicted by the grammatical gender of the pronoun, proper noun or 
common noun. These different designations also define a character’s social identity and 
immediately place the character in the public or private sphere; therefore, language 
(grammar and vocabulary) plays a vital role here. 

Strategies for gender 

- Use the same type of designation for male and female characters. For example, the term 
“housewife” which has no proper masculine equivalent, should be avoided, should be 
avoided. If the word “mother” is used, then so too must “father”. 

- If characters of both sexes appear in the same text, do not automatically start with the 
male character. 

- Use the masculine and feminine forms in the case of a masculine plural, for example, 
“sportsmen” and “sportswomen”. 

Gender through illustrations 

- The question of how to gender characters in illustrations is complex and calls for careful 
thought. 

- It is a matter of knowing which symbol to use to indicate male and female. 

- Choices may consistently convey bias, for example, if female dcharacters are shown 
wearing traditional Pakistani garments while male characters wear western clothes, and so 
on. 

Purity must be ensured 

- Between men, women, girls, boys in both text and illustrations 

- In all the different part of the textbooks, such as, the lessons, passages of text and 
exercises. 

- In the casting of “hero” characters and minor figures. 

- In position and size of character in illustration. 

- In presenting and referring to well-known figures in the fields of politics, science, 
literature, sport, the arts and economics. 

Environmental Education  
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Tbilisi Conference, USSR, 1977 

- To create environmental awareness 

- To disseminate knowledge and skills 

- To initiate new behavioural approaches, at the individual or group levels, towards 
environment. 

- To create an atmosphere of national, international understanding and global cooperation 
in areas of environmental priority. 

Human Rights according to environmental Education 

- Right to health services (investment in environmental health will significantly reduce 
curative health cost) 

- Right to fresh air 

- Right to safe drinking water and sanitation 

- Right to food, education, shelter and security. 

- Enforcement of environmental law and institutional development 

Mega Issues of Pakistan 

•water conservation     • surging population     • minimizing climate change impact (glacier 
melting)             •increase water storage capacity for food security  

•dirt cheap electricity with zero emission and no waste. 

The Urdu-English Medium (Divide in Pakistan) 

Role and status of different languages in Pakistan 

1. The National Language of Pakistan is Urdu  
2. English language may be used for official purpose until arrangements are made for its 

replacement by Urdu. 
3. Without prejudice to the status of the National Language, a Provincial Assembly may by 

law prescribe measures for the teaching, promotion and the use of a provincial language 
in addition to the national language. Regional languages – used mainly in informal social 
interactions.  

Role and status of Urdu and English: 

English – Official language and gatekeeper for entry into prestigious higher education 
institutions, high salaried jobs; also the language of military and bureaucracy. 

Truism in Pakistan 

- English is necessary for individual and national development. 

- English is a passport to success and upward social mobility 

- English is the key to national progress 

What’s the issue? 

- Linguistic (and social) inequality mediated through kinds of educational 

institutions, and educational practices in Pakistan. 

- Medium of instruction 
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- Tracking at secondary and post-secondary level. 

- Improving quality of teaching-learning of English in schools and HEIs. 

TRENDS IN EDUCATION  
Inclusive education 

- When every child is welcomed and valued regardless of ability or disability. 

            Inclusive education is an attitude 

- It means the doors to school, classroom and school activities are open to every child. 

- The focus is on giving every child the  help  he/she need to learn. 

Special education accomodations 

Individualized supports that give kids with disabilities the extra help they need to learn from 
general curriculum. 

•Physical therapy                 •Curriculum adaptation             •Communication board 

•Behaviour plan                   •Environmental accommodation 

Accommodation 

- Accommodations are used when the student is expected to learn the same curricular 
content. But the student may be taught in a different way or need changes in the 
environment. 

Modification 

- Modifications are used when the student is expected to learn less or different curricular 
content. This could require the modification of assignments, tests, worksheets and other 
materials in classroom. 

What are accommodations? 

Accommodation are changes in teaching methods. It can include changes in: 

•When you teach                                   •Who teaches              •How you teach 

•How the student can respond           •Materials you use 

Room Accommodations 

- Special chairs and cushions, lower or high table or chair, titled desk top. 

- additional lightening, sitting by a window for natural light. 

- Sitting close to the blackboard or teacher, sitting away from others. 

- Stand instead of sitting, or sitting instead of standing 

- Colour coding 

- Visual organization of the room  
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Teacher accommodators 

•Do not wear cologne                  •Do not wear a lot of jewellery 

•Count to 10 before letting anyone answer   questions (processing time) 

Teacher Accommodations 

•Vary teaching methods     •Ask questions for revision         •Divide the class 

•Set up lessons     •Change the learning goals      •Create alternative activities 

Is Pull out Best? 

“Pull out” means removing the student from class for a small group of 1-to-1  

Disability Leads to Poverty Disability leads to poverty in the following ways: 

- Loss of income 

- Additional cost of disability management 

- Reduced opportunities for work for the disabled peoples 

- Lack of technical and  financial support 

- Disabling environment with reference to social services such as healthcare, education, 
protection 

Poverty Leads to Disability Poverty leads to disability in the following ways: 

- Overburden and extremely poor family (not able to meet basic needs) 

- Poor nutrition and poor body defence against disease 

- Illiteracy and lack of awareness about health and welfare 

- Poor health due unaffordable healthcare cost 

- Over-working more often in risky physical labour environments 

- Un-employment, under-employment and low wage rate 

Two Dominant Barriers to IE in Pakistan 

At provincial level, the movement of inclusive education seems losing its momentum 
because of two barriers: 

1. Attitudes of ordinary school teachers      2.Attitudes of special education teachers 

Attitudes of ordinary school teachers 

Firstly, they feel that they are not fully competent and supported for this major shift and it will 
be difficult to create a welcoming environment for children with special needs even if they are 
really willing to do it. 

Secondly, the public school is already under furious criticism for its extremely low educational 
standards. The inclusion of special children will further deteriorate the quality of instruction and 
the school may collapse. 

 Attitudes of Special Education Teachers 

- They argue that special needs children require a type of “clinical care” that will never be 
possible in a free and least restricted environment of public school. 
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- The students of public schools will not accept them and they may bully, hate and show 
aggressive behaviour against children with special needs. 

- Deep in their minds they feel inclusive education is a threat to their jobs and future 
career. 

Challenges in Education 
System  

Low level of literacy 

- Pakistan have one of the lowest literacy rates with high gender disparity in the rigion, it is 
currently 51.6% (male 63.7% and female 39.25) 

- The wide inter and intra provincial disparities present a discriminating scenario. 

 Access to basic education ISome major factors for low enrolment are: 

 Poverty 

 Long distance from school 

 Poor physical infrastructure 

 Functional problems 

 Not related to market demands 

 Financial constrains 

Increased donor assistance program initiated: 

Public private partnership 

- Public policy has been modified to mobilize the private sector and civil society 
organization in the financing, management and  delivery of education services in 
Pakistan. 

- The community supportive rural school programs encourages education in rural areas.  

-  schools have been adopted by the corporate sector. 

-  teachers was trained in IT by INTEL corporation. 

Rampant un-employment among the educated youth 

- Introduce technical and vocational education in the secondary school system. 

- setup technical training institutes. 

- Teaching of science subjects in English, in Urdu medium schools is also part of the 
reform process. 

- Improve science education by improving science laboratories, provision of science 

equipment, revision of science curricula. 
- professional development of science  and mathematics teachers 

Promote gender equality and women empowerment 

- All primary schools are being converted to co-education. 

- All new primary schools are required to have a ratio of 60 to 40 boys and girls. 
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- promotion of 70%female teachers to 30% male teachers at primary level. 

- Special monetary incentives are being offered to attract and retain female teachers and 
students in the rural and hard areas. 


