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(03 ) Marks Cuestions

Q. After the rise of middle class what happened to English language. Discuss briefly

Since importance of a language largely depends upon the importance of people who speak it; with the rise of middle
class English also had uplift in its status as their language.

Q. English and England difference.

From the beginning, writers in the vernacular never called their language anything but Englisc (English). The word
is derived from the name of the Angles (OE Engle) but is used without distinction for the language of all the
invading tribes. From about the year 1000, the name England (land of the Angles) began to be used in place of
Angelcynn. The name English is thus older than the name England.

Q. Define Diachronic linguistics. 3 marks

Diachronic linguistics is the scientific study of language change over time. It’s also called historical linguistics.
Principal concerns include: to describe and account for observed changes in particular languages. Diachronic
linguistics is the study of language through different periods in history. It maps the shifts, fractures, and mutations of
languages over the centuries. In gross outline, it is similar to evolutionary biology which maps the shifts and
transformations of rocks.

Q. Why Urdu was not made the only official language?(3 marks)

All documentation was in English Language. For first 30 years this controversy went one. 1978 all schools were
instructed to teach urdu as medium. However schools continued to teach English. People who were in power
continued to learn and interact in English. Because there wasn’t any proper planning in bringing urdu result was that
English is used in official domains also the elite class . Urdu is currently 2012 is a national language. However, it
couldn’t get a real status of official language.

Q. Describe Explictiness?
Explicitness dictates that you should be clear about the assumptions proven or unproven on which study is based.
Q. Explain Expressiveness.

According to my understanding its the use words, phrases, gestures in written or spoken language. in case of written
this is added by metaphors and idioms whereas in spoken body language, and intonation plays a vital role

Q. Define Art and culture of Middle English.

The Middle English period (1150-1500). This was the time around loss of Normandy. to me logically the answer is:
Lots of literature was translated from french to English. People were learning and inclining towards learning French
as L2 keeping English as L1. 10.

Q. Describe the Innate ability to communicate.

The human brain is hard wired to communicate. According to Chomsky Language learning abilities are built-in in
human minds
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Q. Give two examples of acronyms.

WWW: World Wide Web

ATM: Automated teller Machine.

Q. What is the delusion (means difference) between vowel and consonants?

Vowel sound is made fairly open from the mouth. For example "a". Where as Consonant is fairly closed sound that
is "m". So vowels are sounds 3 produced by open configuration of vocal tract without audible friction. But
consonants are produced in which sound is produced.

Q. Define Anglicism?

An **Anglicism** is a word or construction borrowed from English into another language. For example words like
computer and internet are borrowed from English in other languages.

Q. Explain Linguistics briefly.

The scientific study of language and its structure, including the study of grammar, syntax, and phonetics. Specific
branches of linguistics include sociolinguistics, dialectology, psycholinguistics, computational linguistics,
comparative linguistics, and structural linguistics.

Q. Define diachronic linguistics.

Diachronic linguistics is the scientific study of language change over time. It is the study of language through
different periods in history. It maps the shifts, fractures and mutations of languages over the centuries.

Q. Language of law court.
French was the language of lawyers and the law courts down to 1362.
Q. Difference between inflection and derivation?

Morphology has two main subdivisions, namely inflection and derivation. Inflection deals with patterns of word
structure that are determined by the role of words in sentences. Derivation creates new words with different
meanings e.g., maltreat from treat.

Q. Role of literature in language.

Literature is a mirror of times and also a mirror of language/s used during the times. So for example, literature
written in England during the Middle English period also reflects the times and language choices of the times.

Q. Origin of word ‘English’.

The word ‘English’ is derived from the name of the Angles (OE Engle) but is used without distinction for the
language of all the invading tribes.

Q. Article in Middle English.
The definite article in ME is almost invariably ‘te’ or ‘the’.

Example: ‘te castles and bi the fet’.
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Q. Status of Latin in 15th Century.
In the fifteenth century, English succeeds in displacing Latin as the general language spoken and written.
Q. What is language family tree?

A language family is a group of languages related through descent from a common ancestral language or parental
language, called the protolanguage of that family.

Q. What John Barton wrote in his book in 15th century?

In the first decade of the fifteenth century, John Barton wrote a ‘Donet Frangois’, a treatise intended for adults who
wished to learn French.

Q. Two divisions in Celtic language.
The Celtic languages in England had two divisions: Gaelic or Goidelic branch and the Brythonic branch.
Q. Army and Navy examples in Middle English.

Control of the army and navy was in the hands of French people so naturally French military terms were used.
Examples include: army, navy, peace, enemy, arms, battle, combat, skirmish, defense, ambush, retreat, soldier,
garrison, guard, and spy. Also Officers: captain, lieutenant and sergeant are French words.

Q. English and England difference.

From the beginning, writers in the vernacular never called their language anything but Englisc (English). The word
is derived from the name of the Angles (OE Engle) but is used without distinction for the language of all the
invading tribes. From about the year 1000, the name England (land of the Angles) began to be used in place of
Angelcynn. The name English is thus older than the name England.

Q. Difference between “Thee” and “Thou”.

Today we use you in both cases. In Old English, thou and thee were singular and ye and you were plural, but in
Middle English times the custom arose of using ye/you as a polite or deferential way of addressing a single person,
and this usage spread; thou and thee gradually dropped out of use in everyday speech, and finally disappeared
(except in some dialects, where they persist to this day).

Q. Why are Angles superior than jutes and Saxons?

The Germanic tribes that conquered England were the Jutes, Saxons, and Angles. The original name of England
means “Land of the Angles”. Angles and Jutes were the first of tribes to invade Britain in large numbers. The
Angles were established in England before the Saxons took over.

Q. Write about inflection and Derivation.

Morphology has two main subdivisions, namely inflection and derivation. Inflection deals with patterns of word
structure that are determined by the role of words in sentences. Derivation creates new words with different
meanings e.g., maltreat from treat.

Q. Indifference of noble class and kings.

*  Theydid not cultivate English, though had acquaintance with it.

Makia Malif’s Compilation Page 3



ENGSOT (MIDS ) Fall 2019

»  Thereason was that their activities in England did not necessitate it.
< Their constant concern with continental affairs made French useful.

Q. John Wycliffe work.

John Wycliffe was the first person to translate the entire Bible into English. He died in 1384, and his translation
probably dates from the last few years of his life.

Q. Vowels in Middle English.

Late OE and Early ME vowel-lengthening happened in Late Old English period but became apparent in ME period.
In many cases the vowels were shortened again during the ME period, but long vowels remained in some dialects,
especially before the groups ‘1d, mb and nd’.

Q. Role of language in literature.
In literature, a language displays:

= Its full power.
= Its ability to convey thoughts in a vivid form.
= Its ability to record emotions.

Q. Describe Inflectional affixes.

The process by which affixes combine with roots to indicate basic grammatical categories such as tense or plurality
are inflectional suffixes (e.g. in 'cat-s', 'talk-ed', '-s' and'-ed").

Q. London standard of English
Importance of London Standard was due to certain reasons: London was, and still is:

=  The political capital of England

= Commercial center of England

= Seat of the court of the highest judicial tribunals
= Focus of the social and intellectual activities

Q. Noun in Middle English

In early Middle English, only two methods of indicating the plural remained fairly distinctive. At that time, it was
difficult to predict that the ‘-s’ would become the almost universal sign of the plural that it has become. Until the
thirteenth century, the ‘-en’ plural enjoyed great favor in the south, being often added to nouns which had not
belonged to the weak declension in Old English. But in the rest of England, the -s plural (and genitive singular) of
the old first declension (masculine) was apparently felt to be so distinctive that it spread rapidly. Fifty years later, it
had conquered the rest of the Midlands, and by the 14th century, it had definitely been accepted all over.

Q. Verbal communication write own word

Verbal communication is the use of sounds and words to express yourself, especially in contrast to using gestures
or mannerisms (non-verbal communication). An example of verbal communication is saying ‘“No” when
someone asks you to do something you don't want to do.

Q. Traditional analysis
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The Traditional Analysis of the Concept of Knowledge
One standard way of attempting to construct analyses involves searching for all necessary conditions, and then

seeing whether the combination of all of the necessary conditions will provide one with a sufficient condition.
Q. Origin of word ‘English’.

The word ‘English’ is derived from the name of the Angles (OE Engle) but is used without distinction for the
language of all the invading tribes.

Q. Write a note on duality.

There are certain features of human language that distinguish it from other means of communication and Duality is
one of them. Duality: Human language is organized at two levels or layers simultaneously. We have a physical level
at which we can produce individual sounds, like n, b and I, but beyond this we can organize a variety of sentences.

Q. Polialiethic (Stone Age)

Stone Age was of long duration, it is customary to distinguish between an earlier and a later period, known as the
Paleolithic (Old Stone) Age and the Neolithic (New Stone) Age. Paleolithic humans were the earliest inhabitants of
England. They were short of stature, short-legged, with low foreheads, and poorly developed chins. They lived in
the open under rock shelters or later in caves. The humans whose remains are found in the latest Paleolithic strata
are distinguished by a high degree of artistic skill but representations on pieces of bone or the walls of caves tell us
nothing about the language of their designers. ‘Neolithic’ is likewise a convenient rather than scientific term. They
possessed a superior kind of stone implement and generally a higher culture. It was a dark race of slightly larger
stature than the Paleolithic population

Q. Vocabulary of Old English

As far as the vocabulary of Old English is concerned, to enlarge itself, it depended on its own resources than on
borrowings. From Proto-Indo-European, the Germanic languages had inherited many ways of forming new words,
especially by the use of prefixes and suffixes. Similar formations have led to such Modern English pairs as merry
and mirth, slow and sloth, strong and strength, true and truth. Many prefixes could be added to verbs. Old English
formed new words by compounding. The difference is that an affix is a bound morpheme, whereas a compound
word is formed by the joining of two or more free morphemes.

Q. Middle English Vocabulary

French Influence on the Vocabulary Loss of inflections and simplification of grammar was indirectly due to the use
of French. But for vocabulary in Middle English, it was much more direct. The two languages lived side by side for
such a long time and had such intimate relations that a considerable transference of words from one language to the
other was natural and expected.

Q. Define the inflection system of middle eng.

Inflection (or inflexion) is a process of word formation, in which a word is modified to express different
grammatical categories such as tense, case, voice, aspect, person, number, gender, mood, animacy, and definiteness.
The inflection of verbs is called conjugation, and one can refer to the inflection of nouns, adjectives, adverbs,
pronouns, determiners, participles, prepositions and postpositions, numerals, articles etc., as declension.

Q. Two divisions in Celtic language.

1. Gaelic or Goidelic branch and the Brythonic branch.
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2. Celtic was probably the first Indo- European tongue to be spoken in England.
Q. Wave model

The idea is that instead of having definite delineations between languages, there are “waves” of linguistic change
which affect some languages but not others, and tend to spread out to other languages nearby. This is a necessary
prerequisite for doing serious work on the diachronic development of a language.

Q. Genetic resources

The Genetic Source: At birth, the baby’s brain is only a quarter of its eventual weight and the larynx is much higher
in the throat, allowing babies, like that of chimpanzees, to breathe and drink at the same time.

Q. consequences of plague in middle eng. (plague means black death)

First case of this plague was reported. These were the first cases of a disease that in its contagiousness and fatality

exceeded anything previously known. The Black Death spread rapidly over the rest of the country, reaching its
height in 1349.40 percent of the parish clergy died of the plague. Death rate during the plague approximated 30
percent. The effects of so great a calamity were naturally serious. Mortality was greatest among the lower social
orders. The question arises why mortality was greatest among the lower social orders? The answer is simple: it
happened because their life style was poor, hygiene conditions were bad and affordability to medicine was very low.
The result of these deaths was a labor shortage which consequently gave rise to increase in wages.

Q. What were the three linguistic achievements in English language.3 marks

A Dictionary of the English Language, by Samuel Johnson, A.M. in 1755, in two folio volumes, was hailed as a
great achievement.

Q. Pronoun in Old English.

From the frequency of its use and the necessity for specific reference when used, the personal pronoun in all
languages is likely to preserve a fairly complete system of inflections. Old English shows this tendency not only in
having distinctive forms for practically all genders, persons, and cases but also in preserving addition to the ordinary
two numbers, singular and plural, a set of forms for two people or two things — the dual number. Indo-European
had separate forms for the dual number in the verb as well, and these also appear in Greek and to a certain extent in
Gothic. They are not found, however, in Old English, and the distinction between the dual and the plural was
disappearing even from the pronoun in Old English.

Q. Describe three orders of language in literature.
In literature, a language displays:

= Its full power.
= |ts ability to convey thoughts in a vivid form.
= |ts ability to record emotions.

Q. Difference between Synthetic and analytical languages.

All languages are either synthetic or analytical. A synthetic language shows grammatical relationships through
inflectional change in the words, whereas an analytical language represents the grammatical relationships through
word order. English was once synthetic but over time has become an analytical language.
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Q. Syntax of Middle English.

Leveling of inflections resulted in syntactic and semantic relationships that had been signaled by the endings on
words — now became ambiguous. There was a significant loss of inflections and later on, a corresponding rigidity of
word order. This is the time when we notice a shift from a highly synthetic stage of Old English to the highly
analytic stages of Late Middle English and Modern English.

Q. Old English overall language system and prefixes and suffixes in old English.

Old English exhibited a generous use of prefixes and suffixes. They were used to form new words from old words or
to modify or extend the root idea. Prefixes in old English were a fertile resource in word building and particularly a
feature in the formation of verbs.

Q. Synchronic Linguistics.

Synchronic Linguistics is the study of a language at a given point in time. A synchronic approach considers a
language at a moment in time without taking its history into account. The time studied may either be the present or a
particular point in the past; synchronic analyses can also be made of dead languages, such as Latin. Synchronic
linguistics is contrasted with diachronic linguistics (or historical linguistics), the study of a language over a period of
time.

Q. Physical Adaptation Source.

Instead of looking at types of sounds, we can look at the types of physical features humans possess, especially those
that are distinct. Some effects of this type of change can be seen in physical differences between the skull of a
gorilla and that of a Neanderthal man from around 60,000 years ago.

Q: Describe tone, stress and juncture.

=  Pitch —how high or low a voice is when producing a sound
= Stress —how low or soft a word is spoken
= Juncture — the pauses or connections between words, phrases, and sentences

Q. Vowel change in 12th century.

Beginning in the twelfth century and continuing until the eighteenth century (but with its main effects in the
fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries) the sounds of the long stressed vowels in English changed their places of
articulation (i.e., how the sounds are made).

Q. How did the natives of West Saxon territory treat the Anglo-Saxon? 3 marks

In the West Saxon territory, the invaders met with stubborn resistance and succeeded in establishing themselves only
after much fighting.

Q. Briefly describe the origin of Normandy 3 marks

Normandy (French: Normandie) is a region in the northern part of France. People from Normandy are called
Normans. The name Normandy comes from the conquest and subsequent settlement of the area by the "Northmen"
(Latin: Northmanni) also called Vikings. The band that settled at Rouen and became the Normans was led by Rollo.
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(05 ) Marks Cuestions

Q. Importance of French in 15th century.

By the fifteenth century, writing French was less common whereas speaking French fluently was accomplishment.
The importance of French language was waning.

French being so long the mark of the privileged class was and is still:

= The language of culture

= The language of fashion

=  The language of style

= The language of sophistication

Q. Write five facts about English language present in your course?

Instructive.
Flexible
Well planned
Organized

HowdE

Q. English in post-independent Pakistan.

English is ideologically useful to the post-independence government of Pakistan trying to unify a newly established
political entity, while at the same time carrying on the day-to-day tasks of education and administration. These
factors favored keeping English as an official language. However, its retention was strongly opposed by religious
parties ‘who felt that maintaining the status of English symbolized a new form of colonization” (Mahboob and
Ahmar, 2008, p. 245). They wanted an Islamic state with a local language. In response, successive governments in
the first thirty years of the postcolonial period passed recommendations to develop and elevate the status of other
languages, Urdu in particular, but did little to implement them before 1977.

Q. Define Morpheme.

A morpheme is a unit of meaning. It does not necessarily relate to the ‘word count’ or ‘syllable count’ of an
utterance. Every morpheme can be classified as either free or bound. These categories are mutually exclusive, and as
such, a given morpheme will belong to exactly one of them.

=  Free morphemes can function independently as words (e.g. town, dog) and can appear within lexemes (e.g.
town hall, doghouse).

=  Bound morphemes appear only as parts of words, always in conjunction with a root and sometimes with
other bound morphemes.

For example, un- appears only accompanied by other morphemes to form a word. Most bound morphemes in
English are affixes, particularly prefixes and suffixes. Examples of suffixes are -tion, -ation, -ible, -ing, etc. Bound
morphemes that are not affixed are called cranberry morphemes.

Q. Define Phonology and Morphology.
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Phonology is the study of how sounds are organized and used in natural languages. The phonological system of a
language includes an inventory of sounds and their features and rules which specify how sounds interact with each
other. Phonological development refers to forming and using speech sounds to clearly communicate language. As
more sounds of a language are acquired, language becomes clearer as well as pronunciation, fluency, and intonation
improves. There are approximately 44 speech sounds in English. Speech sounds used in combination with other
speech sounds produce an oral language.

In linguistics, morphology is the branch of grammar devoted to the study of the structure or forms of words,
primarily through the use of the morpheme construct. It is traditionally distinguished from syntax.

Q. Define the literature of Anglo-Saxon.

The literature of the Anglo-Saxons is the richest and the most significant of any preserved literatures among the
early Germanic people. Two types of this literature were brought to England by the Germanic conquerors from their
continental homes and preserved in oral tradition. It is influenced by reintroduction of Christianity into the southern
part of the island at the end of the sixth century. Two streams mingle in Old English literature; these are pagan and
the Christian. Both the traditions constantly overlay.

Q. Define verbs in Middle English.

= The principal changes in the verb during this time were the serious losses suffered by the strong
conjugation. This conjugation, although including some of the most important verbs in the language, was
relatively small as compared with the large and steadily growing body of weak verbs.

= An occasional verb developed a strong past tense or past participle by analogy with similar strong verbs.
New verbs formed from nouns and adjectives or borrowed from other languages were regularly conjugated
as weak.

= Nearly a third of the strong verbs in OE died out early in the ME period. Ninety of them have left no traces
in written records after 1150. Some of them may have been current for a time in the spoken language, but
except where an occasional verb survives in a modern dialect, they are not recorded. Its use was not
governed by any strong sense and circumstances led to these changes

= So, it was natural that many speakers should apply the pattern of weak verbs to some of the verbs which
were historically strong.

Q. Consequences of the Event in 1404.

An incident that occurred in 1404 seems at first sight to offer an extreme case. The king of France had refused to
recognize Henry IV when he seized the English throne. Finally, an attempt was made to settle the matter by
negotiation. In negotiations, the English ambassadors complained about the use of French. They asked to use Latin.
Twice they spoke of French as being as unknown as Hebrew. Before middle of 15th century, it was necessary to
have a ‘Secretary in the French language’ among the government officials. By the end of the century, Caxton could
write: ‘For the mooste quantyte of the people vnderstonde not latyn ne frensshe here in this noble royame of
englond.’

Q. Write a note on Middle English?

The change in conditions after 1200 led to the re-establishment of English during the period of 1200-1500. Shortly
after 1200 conditions changed. England lost an important part of its possessions abroad. The nobility gradually
relinquished their continental estates. This led to a feeling of rivalry that developed between the two countries. An
anti-foreign movement in England culminated in the Hundred Years’ War. During the century and a half following
the Norman Conquest, French had been not only natural but also more or less necessary to the English upper class.
However, in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries its maintenance became increasingly artificial. For a time,
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certain new factors helped it to hold its ground, socially and officially. Meanwhile, social and economic changes
affecting the English-speaking part of the population were taking place. In the fourteenth century, English won its
way back into universal use, and in the fifteenth century French totally disappeared

Q. Write a note on duality.

There are certain features of human language that distinguish it from other means of communication and Duality is
one of them.

Duality: Human language is organized at two levels or layers simultaneously. We have a physical level at which we
can produce individual sounds, like n, b and I, but beyond this we can organize a variety of sentences.

Q. Why Normans Adopted French?

The members of the new ruling class were sufficiently predominant to continue to use their own language. This was
natural enough. For 200 years after the Norman Conquest, French remained the language of ordinary intercourse
among the upper classes in England.

Normans readily adopted the French civilization. They injected fresh vigor into what they borrowed, profited from
French military forces and took important features of Frankish law. Accepted Christianity and constructed Norman
cathedrals. Locals gave up their own language and learned French. Consequently, Old Scandinavian tongue
disappeared rapidly. Second duke sent his son to Bayeux to learn something of the speech of his forefathers.

Q. Pronoun in Old English.

From the frequency of its use and the necessity for specific reference when used, the personal pronoun in all
languages is likely to preserve a fairly complete system of inflections. Old English shows this tendency not only in
having distinctive forms for practically all genders, persons, and cases but also in preserving addition to the ordinary
two numbers, singular and plural, a set of forms for two people or two things — the dual number. Indo-European
had separate forms for the dual number in the verb as well, and these also appear in Greek and to a certain extent in
Gothic. They are not found, however, in Old English, and the distinction between the dual and the plural was
disappearing even from the pronoun in Old English.

Q. Vowel sounds of Old English.

The pronunciation of Old English words commonly differs somewhat from that of their modern equivalents. The
long vowels in particular have undergone considerable modification. Old English script normally uses sixteen
consonant symbols, which in modern editions are usually reproduced as ‘b, ¢, d, f, g, h, , m,n, p,r, s, t, t, d and w’.
Many of the symbols present no difficulty: the letters ‘b, d, 1, m, p, t and w’ each represent a single phoneme which
can be pronounced as in Modern English. Old English had no symbol v: the symbol ‘f” was used to represent both
[f] and [v]. The reason is that, in Old English, [f] and [v] were members of the same phoneme: they were allophones.

Q. Adjectives of Middle English?

By 1250 the strong declension had distinctive forms for singular and plural only in certain monosyllabic adjectives
which ended in a consonant in Old English. Under the circumstances the only ending which remained to the
adjective was often without distinctive grammatical meaning. Its use was not governed by any strong sense of
adjectival inflection. By 1250 the strong declension had distinctive forms for singular and plural only in certain
monosyllabic adjectives which ended in a consonant in Old English. Under the circumstances the only ending which
remained to the adjective was often without distinctive grammatical meaning. Its use was not governed by any
strong sense of adjectival inflection.
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Q. Old English facts and events.
Key Events in the Old English Period (c.500-c.1100)

= 449 Angles, Saxons, Jutes, and Frisians began to occupy Great Britain.

= 597 Saint Augustine of Canterbury arrived in England to begin the conversion.

= 730 The Venerable Bede produced his Ecclesiastical History of the English People, recording the early
history of the English people.

= 787 The Scandinavian invasion began with raids and in 865; they occupied northeastern Britain and began
a campaign to conquer all of England.

= 871 Alfred became king of Wessex, retaking the city of London, securing the kingship of all England for
himself and his successors, and producing or sponsoring the translation of Latin works into English.

= 991 The English were defeated at the Battle of Maldon.

= 1000 The manuscript of the Old English epic Beowulf was written about this time.

= 1016 Canute became king of England, establishing a Danish dynasty in Britain.

= 1042 The Danish dynasty ended with the death of King Hardicanute, and Edward the Confessor became
king of England.

= 1066 Edward the Confessor died and was succeeded by Harold, last of the Anglo-Saxon kings, who died at
the Battle of Hastings while fighting against the invading army of William, duke of Normandy, who was
crowned king of England on December 25.

Q. Old English words and nouns.

The inflection of the Old English noun indicates distinctions of number (singular and plural) and case. Thus the Old
English noun has only four cases. The endings of these cases vary with different nouns, but they fall into certain
broad categories or declensions. There is a vowel declension and a consonant declension, also called the strong and
weak declensions.

Q. Weak and strong verb in the Middle English.

An occasional verb developed a strong past tense or past participle by analogy with similar strong verbs. New verbs
formed from nouns and adjectives or borrowed from other languages were regularly conjugated as weak. Nearly a
third of the strong verbs in OE died out early in the ME period.

Q. Five key aspects of Modern English period.

= More modernized and less dialectical in written form
= Simpler inflection system

= Refined word order and prepositions

= Norman influenced spellings

=  Enhanced grammar & vocabulary

Q. Adjectives in Middle English.

The form of the nominative singular was early extended to all cases of the singular. In the same way, the nominative
plural to all cases of the plural is both in the strong and the weak declensions. The result was that in the weak
declension there was no longer any distinction between the singular and the plural: both ended in -e (blinda> blinde
and blindan>blinde). This was also true of those adjectives under the strong declension whose singular ended in-e.
By 1250 the strong declension had distinctive forms for singular and plural only in certain monosyllabic adjectives
which ended in a consonant in Old English. Under the circumstances the only ending which remained to the
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adjective was often without distinctive grammatical meaning. Its use was not governed by any strong sense of
adjectival inflection.

Q. New stone-age.

Because the Stone Age was of long duration, it is customary to distinguish between an earlier and a later period,
known as the Paleolithic (Old Stone) Age and the Neolithic (New Stone) Age. The Neolithic humans are
distinguished by a high degree of artistic skill but representations on pieces of bone or the walls of caves tell us
nothing about the language of their designers. They possessed a superior kind of stone implement and generally a
higher culture. 1t was a dark race of slightly larger stature than the Paleolithic population.

Q. Write a note on literature of Middle English? 5 marks

Literature written in England during the Middle English period also reflects the times and language choices of the
times. During the time, French was the language best understood by the upper classes, the books they read or
listened to were in French. All of continental French literature was available for their enjoyment. The literature in
English that has come down to us from this period (1150-1250) is almost exclusively religious. Such incentives
were most often found among members of the religious body, interested in promoting right living and in the care of
souls. The separation of the English nobility from France by 1250 and the spread of English among the upper class
are manifested in the next hundred years of English literature. Types of polite literature that had hitherto appeared in
French now appeared in English. The period from 1350 to 1400 is a period of ‘Great Individual Writers.” Geoffrey
Chaucer (1340-1400) is the greatest English poet before Shakespeare. He is famous for his The Canterbury Tales.
The general prologue of these tales provides a matchless portrait gallery of contemporary types. The varieties of the
tales provide a veritable anthology of medieval literature.

Q. Difference between inflection and derivation. 5 marks

Inflectional morphemes are affixes which carry grammatical meaning (for example, the plural -s in cats or
progressive -ing in sailing). They do not change the part of speech or meaning of the word; they function to ensure
that the word is in the appropriate form so the sentence is grammatically correct. All inflectional morphemes in
English are suffixes and are added after any derivational suffixes. The most common inflectional morphemes are
used in verb inflection (for example, ed in raced, -ing in racing, -s in races) but there are suffixes for noun inflection
(for example, plural -s in horses and possessive -'s in Norma's) and adjective inflection (for example, comparative -
er in faster and superlative -est in fastest). Derivational morphemes are affixes which are added to a lexeme to
change its meaning or function. They are used to make a new, different lexeme (for example, -ly changes the
adjective sad into the adverb sadly). Most derivational morphemes change the part of speech, for example, -ance
changes the verb resemble into the noun resemblance. Note that the 'e' is deleted at the end of the verb resemble
when the suffix is added.

Q. Facts about origin of language 5 facts. 5 marks

Over 400 million people use the English vocabulary as a mother tongue, only surpassed in numbers, but not in
distribution by speakers of the many varieties of Chinese. Over 700 million people speak English as a foreign
language. Did you know that of all the world’s languages (over 2,700), English is arguably the richest in
vocabulary and that the Oxford English Dictionary lists about 500,000 words, and there are a half-million technical
and scientific terms still uncatalogued? Three-quarters of the world’s mail, telexes, and cables are in English.
More than half of the world’s technical and scientific periodicals are in English. English is the medium for 80% of
the information stored in the world’s computers. English is the language of navigation and aviation. Five of the
largest broadcasting companies in the world (CBS, NBC, ABC, BBC, and CBC) transmit in English, reaching
millions and millions of people all over the world.
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Q. Morphological or synthetic features of middle English

A comparison of English texts written in the tenth or eleventh centuries with those produced in the late twelth or
early thirteenth reveals the following differences between Old and Middle English:

= phonological o Old-English diphthongs become Middle English monophthongs, e.g. on heofonum -> in
hevene; o new diphthongs emerge in the Middle English period, e.g. deeg -> dai, day; o [f, v] and [s, 7] ,
which were allophones in the Old-English period, become phonemes; o unstressed vowels in the
inflectional endings become [@]

= morphological o the complete Old-English inflectional system is simplified in Middle English; o loss of the
strong inflexion of adjectives; o loss of grammatical gender; o emergence of the unified definite article
“the.'

= syntactical o replacement of the case functions by a fixed word order and prepositions.

= [exical o first borrowing of French loan-words; o increased emergence of Scandinavian loan-words.

= graphological o disappearance of Old English writing convention o increased use of Latin and Anglo-
Norman.

Q. Difference between synthetic and analytical languages. (5 marks)

All languages are either synthetic or analytical. A synthetic language shows grammatical relationships through
inflectional change in the words, whereas an analytical language represents the grammatical relationships through
word order. English was once synthetic but over time has become an analytical language.

Q. Write three articles of old English about domestic life 5 marks

Curtain, couch, chair, cushion, screen, lamp, lantern, chandelier, blanket, quilt, coverlet, towel, and basin indicate
articles of comfort or convenience.

Q. Role of Henry V after victory in 1415 made England one of the strongest military powers in Europe.

Normandy became English for the first time in 200 years Henry V promoted the use of the English language in
government[22] and his reign marks the appearance of Chancery Standard English as well as the adoption of English
as the language of record within government. He was the first king to use English in his personal correspondence
since the Norman conquest 350 years earlier

Q. Sources of Language

The Social Interaction Source: The sounds of a person involved in physical effort, especially when that physical
effort involved interaction e.g., hums, grunts, groans. So, human sounds, however they were produced, must have
had some principled use within social interaction.

The Physical Adaptation Source: Instead of looking at types of sounds, we can look at the types of physical
features humans possess, especially those that are distinct. Some effects of this type of change can be seen in
physical differences between the skull of a gorilla and that of a Neanderthal man from around 60,000 years ago.

The Tool-making Source: Some believe that manual gestures may have been a precursor of language.

The Genetic Source: At birth, the baby’s brain is only a quarter of its eventual weight and the larynx is much
higher in the throat, allowing babies, like that of chimpanzees, to breathe and drink at the same time.

Q. Five features of language
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1. Displacement: It is the ability to talk about times, places, and people other than the ‘here and now’: to say
things which we know to be false.

2. Arbitrariness: There is no ‘natural’ connection between a linguistic form and its meaning.

3. Productivity: This is the ability to continually create new expressions and novel utterances. Creativity or
open-endedness means that the potential number of utterances in any human language is infinite.

4. Cultural Transmission: We may inherit brown eyes and dark hair but we do not inherit language. We
acquire a language in a culture.

5. Duality: Human language is organized at two levels or layers simultaneously. We have a physical level at
which we can produce individual sounds, like n, b and I, but beyond this we can organize a variety of
sentences.

Q. What is the difference between consonants of old English and Modern English?

Old English script normally uses sixteen consonant symbols, which in modern editions are usually reproduced as ‘b,
¢, d, f,g,h I,mn, p,r,s,t t dand w. Many of the symbols present no difficulty: the letters ‘b, d, I, m, p, t and w’
each represent a single phoneme which can be pronounced as in Modern English. Old English had no symbol v: the
symbol ‘f* was used to represent both [f] and [v]. The reason is that, in Old English, [f] and [v] were members of the
same phoneme: they were allophones.

Q. Discuss the effects of Norman Conquest on English language. (5 marks)

The Norman Conquest greatly influenced the English language regarding pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar.
It also had an impact on the loss of most Old English inflection during this period. The mixture of the two cultures
and the two languages came to be known as the Middle English. The changes in the vocabulary involved the loss of
a large part of the Old English vocabulary and the addition of many words from French.

i The changes in English grammar are defined as a reduction of inflections.

For Example In Old English, the word order was Adjective + Noun, some expressions like Royal Prince, changed
into Old French pattern of placing a noun before its describing adjective like Prince Royal. Although nominal, there
is evidence for French influence on English word order.

ii. French influence on the vocabulary The French influence is observable on the English vocabulary.
Many French words and idioms were introduced into English and are still used. As Normans started
governing the churches and the courts of London the change first occurred in the courts and religious
services, so these places were influenced first. For example The largest single group among the
words that were introduced in early was linked with the Christianity and church, where Normans took
charge of the clergy ship (service, trinity, savior, virgin, angle etc.). Words like state, royal (roial), exil
(exile), army (armee), navy (navie), enemy (enemi), and more were joint in. French words were
borrowed in English because of the ruling class and their fusion.

iii. French influence on spelling A significant change in spellings took place for the sake of clarity. Old
English ‘v’ changed as ‘ou’, for example, hus (house) as hous (ow when final).

Q. Features of noun in Middle English?

In early Middle English, only two methods of indicating the plural remained fairly distinctive. At that time, it was
difficult to predict that the ‘-s” would become the almost universal sign of the plural that it has become. Until the
thirteenth century, the ‘-en’ plural enjoyed great favor in the south, being often added to nouns which had not
belonged to the weak declension in Old English. But in the rest of England, the -s plural (and genitive singular) of
the old first declension (masculine) was apparently felt to be so distinctive that it spread rapidly. Fifty years later, it
had conquered the rest of the Midlands, and by the 14th century, it had definitely been accepted all over.
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Q. Write a note on the black death 5 marks

It was in the summer of 1348 that in the Southwest of England, first case of this plague was reported. These were the
first cases of a disease that in its contagiousness and fatality exceeded anything previously known. The Black Death
spread rapidly over the rest of the country, reaching its height in 1349.40 percent of the parish clergy died of the
plague. Death rate during the plague approximated 30 percent. The effects of so great a calamity were naturally
serious. Mortality was greatest among the lower social orders. The question arises why mortality was greatest
among the lower social orders? The answer is simple: it happened because their life style was poor, hygiene
conditions were bad and affordability to medicine was very low. The result of these deaths was a labor shortage
which consequently gave rise to increase in wages.

Q. Impact of the Black Death

A general spirit of discontent prevailed. It culminated in the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381. There was an increase in the
economic importance of the laboring class. There was also an increase in the importance of the English language
which they spoke. This also led to the rise of the craftsmen and the merchant class. By 1250, there had grown up in
England about two hundred towns with populations from 1,000 to 5,000; some like London or York were larger.
These towns became free, self-governing communities, electing their own officers, assessing taxes in their own way,
trying their own cases, and regulating their commercial affairs. They were engaged in trade or in the manufacturing
of crafts. Each town was independent, wealthy, and powerful standing halfway between the rural peasant and the
aristocracy. Such changes in the social and economic life benefited particularly the English speaking part of the
population.

Q. Role of media in future development of English language 5 marks

Radio and motion pictures vs. telephone. Such additions to the vocabulary depend more upon the degree to which
the discovery or invention enters into the life of the community. The same principle might be illustrated by film,
radio, and television. Cinema and moving picture (1899), screen, reel, film, scenario, projector, close-up, fade-out
are now common, and although the popularity of 3-D as a cinematic effect was short lived, the word is still used.

= broadcast (itself), aerial, antenna, lead-in, loudspeaker, stand by, and solid-state etc.
= Words like microphone, and transmitter have acquired special meanings. There were also new meanings
of read, write, mouse, terminal, chip, network, workstation, windows, and virus.
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